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OBJECTIVES
1.Legislative intent for Uvisa

2. What is U/Tvisa?
3. What does Cooperation/helpfulness
with law enforcement mean?

A U visa certification (POLL)

a. A crime committed in last 4years
b. For victims who are helpful in a criminal
case
c. Granted only if the case is charged
D. None of the above

LEGISLATIVE INTENT:
Congress created U visas
and T visas as forms of relief
with the purpose of
-aiding law enforcement
-community-policing and
crime-fighting tool
-encouraging crime victims
to cooperate
-providing humanitarian
relief for crime survivors

U-Visa
for Victims of
Qualifying
Crimes

The law (8CFR § 214.14) provides temporary legal status a U visa
to immigrant victims of crime if they meet the following statutory
requirements
1. They have suffered “substantial physical or
mental abuse” as a result of being a victim of one
or more specified criminal activities;

2. They possess information about those criminal
activities;
3. They help—or are willing to help—with the
investigation or prosecution of the qualifying
criminal activity

Applicant

What does it mean for a victim to
be cooperative /helpful?
Has been

detection

Is being

investigation

Is likely to be

helpful

prosecution
conviction
sentencing

Was the victim helpful?
Tony was assaulted by someone who broke into his home. He called 911.
Tony told the police the attacker was wearing a red hat. Later, he helped
identify the attacker from a group of suspects and testified at his trial. Tony
may be eligible for a U-Visa because he helped law enforcement.

Darcy and her boyfriend had an argument, her boyfriend kicked her and
threw her down a flight of stairs. Darcy spoke to the police and wrote a
personal statement at the scene of the incident. She contacted the SAO for
assistance on a criminal OP. The boyfriend was arrested and charged for
domestic violence but was deported . Darcy may be eligible for a U-Visa
because she helped law enforcement.

Helpfullness ≠

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Conviction
Charges filed
Offender arrested
Testimony at trial
Necessary witness
Within statute of limitations
Offender is identified
Offender alive

* There is no degree of helpfulness required

Abduction

Abusive Sexual Contact

Blackmail

Domestic Violence

Extortion

False Imprisonment

Female Genital Mutilation

Felonious Assault

Fraud in Foreign Labor
Contracting

Hostage

Incest

Involuntary Servitude

Kidnapping

Manslaughter

Murder

Obstruction of Justice

Peonage

Perjury

Prostitution

Rape

Sexual Assault

Sexual Exploitation

Slave Trade

Stalking

Torture

Trafficking

Witness Tampering

Unlawful Criminal Restraint

Other similar crimes

Qualifying Crimes

The main difference between the T visa
and the U visa is that the T visa is issued
specifically to victims of human
trafficking, while the U visa is for victims
of any of the listed qualifying crimes.

Victims
of
Trafficking Visa

ACTS

Sex Trafficking
22 U.S.C. § 7102; 18 U.S.C. § 1591

Recruits

Entices
Harbors
Transports
Provides
Obtains
Advertises
Maintains
Patronizes
Solicits
Benefits, financially or by
receiving anything of value

Means
Force

Fraud
Coercion

Purpose

Commercial
Sexual
Activity

Labor Trafficking
22 U.S.C. § 7102; 18 U.S.C. § 1590
Means
ACTS

Force

Recruits

Restraint

Harbors

Threats of harm

Transports

Abuse or threatened abuse
of the legal system

Provides
Obtains
Benefits, financially or by
receiving anything of value

Any scheme, plan, or
pattern intended to cause
the person to believe that if
they did not perform labor,
they would suffer serious
harm or restraint

Purpose
Involuntary servitude

Peonage
Debt Bondage
Slavery

Steps…
U/Tvisa petition
is submitted

Crime
Occurs

Victim
Helps

Victim
Seeks
Certificatio
n
(Any LEA)

U visa
approved

-background
check

-Work
authorized

-enters list for
deffered
action

-4-5yr wait

-4-5yr wait

-SS

Victim
needs
re- Cert

Victim
may
apply for
Green
Card

PROTECTIONS FOR IMMIGRANT VICTIMS
CONSIDERATIONS
Must be in the US
on account of
the trafficking
Law enforcement
certification is
encouraged but
not required

Toapply:
USCIS
FormI-914

CONSIDERATIONS
If approved,
benefitprovides:
1.Up to four years of
temporary nonimmigrant status
2. Work authorization
3.Federal social
services benefits
4.Ability to apply for
permanent status

TVISA VAWA
For victims
of trafficking

CONSIDERATIONS
Must fear
persecution on
account of race,
religion,
nationality,
political
opinion, or
membership in
particular social
group
If approved,
benefitprovides:

ASYLUM
For victims of
persecution
Toapply:
USCISor
Immigration
Judge
FormI-589

1.Asylee status
2. Work authorization
3.Federal social
services benefits
4.Ability to apply for
permanent status

CONSIDERATIONS

Perpetrator must be
US citizen or Lawful
Permanent Resident
spouse or parent or
US citizen adult son
or daughter

SIJS
Special
Immigrant
Juvenile
Status for
child victims
Toapply:
USCIS
FormI-360

abuse, abandonment, or neglect by
one or both parents

1.Protection from removal
2. Work authorization
3.Ability to apply for
permanent status

Toapply:
USCIS
Form I-360

For victims
of Domestic
Violence
married to US
citizens or
permanent
residents

UVISA

CONSIDERATIONS
Qualifying crime
must be in the
US or have
violated US law
Must have law
enforcement
certification
Toapply:
USCIS
FormI-918

For victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual
Assault, Felonious
Assault, Trafficking,
Other Serious Crimes

If approved,
benefitprovides:
1.Up to four years of
temporary
nonimmigrant status
2. Work authorization
3.Ability to apply for
permanent status

CONTINUED
PRESENCE
For victims of
trafficking

Toapply:
ICE- Federal law
enforcement
must seek this
protection for you

Must have
juveni l e court
order
For victims of

If approved,
benefitprovides:

CONSIDERATIONS
Victims of a severe form of
human trafficking and who may
be potential witnesses, or filed
a civil action
Law enforcement support
is required

If approved,
benefitprovides:
1.Protection from removal
2. Work authorization
3.Ability to apply for
permanent status

If approved,
benefitprovides:
1.Protection from removal designation may
be granted initially for a period of 2 years
and renewed in increments of up to 2 years
2. Work authorization
3. Access to federal social services benefits

DHS.GOV/BLUE-CAMPAIGN

For any Questions:
U/Tvisa
Designated Certifier of the Lake
County Sate’s Attorney
Chief of Victim Services
Jacqueline Herrera Giron
847-377-7933
Jherreragiron@lakecountyil.org

LAKE COUNTY
STATE’S
ATTORNEY
CERTIFICATION
POLICY

Uvisas Resources
-Catholic Charities
-North Suburban Legal Clinic
-Prairie State Legal Services
-Mano a Mano
- Access to Justice organizations

https://ilaccesstojustice.com/

